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Rom. xii. 12. Continuing inſtant in Prayer. 


RAYER is a Duty both eaſy and honourable in 


its Performance, and beneficial in its Influence; 


and yet to which we have both a natural and 
acquired Indiſpoſition. Tis a lifting up our Hearts unto 


the Lord, with earneſt Deſires for Deliverance out of 
whatever Troubles we groan under, and a petitioning his 


Grace and Goodneſs for whatever we ſtand in need of. 


Tis a laying open our Wants before God, complaining 


of our Burthens, repreſenting our Griefs and Diſconſo- 


lations ; to beg Remedy and Eaſe, Support and Counſel, 


Health and Satety, Peace and Salvation of Soul and Body. 


"Tis a Jacob's Ladder that joins Heaven and Earth, where- 


on the Soul aſcends the Ætherial Regions, and preſents 
its Supplications before the Throne of Mercy; and Chriſt 


recei ves our Prayers, and unites them to his own, and 
ſo ſanctifies them, and with his own Interceſſion preſents 
them to his F ather, and makes them acceptable and ope- 
rative, powerful and Prevalent, by which Means the 


Bleſſings of Heaven are derived down and deſcend upon 
us, Tis a Command God has ou us by his Son, and 
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urges to us by his Spirit, and the Sanction is back'd with an 
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obliging Promiſe, Ac and ye ſhall receive, Mat. 7. 7. John 


16. 24. Which of us would be poor and Mean? With 


what Speed and Crowding ſhould we haſten to a Prince's 
Palace, were he ſo bountiful to us as to give us ſuch a Call? 


And though we cannot but acknowledge God Almighty 
to be the ſole Proprietor and Diſpoſer of all Things apper- 


taining to this Life or a better, yet how flow and un- 
willing are we to come before him? How heartleſs and 


indifferent when we put up our Prayers to him? Which 


can proceed from nothing elſe, but our not deſiring, as 
we ought, what we ought moſt paſſionately to long for; 
or if we do deſire what is ſo good, neceſſary, beneficial, 


uſeful for us, 'tis a chooſing rather to miſs of our Satiſ- 


faction and Felicity, than to put our ſelves to the eaſy 


Pains of begging for it. To urge us to which Duty, 

with all its due Circumſtances, the Scripture is very full, 
and this ſmall Portion of it I have now read unto you 
no leſs comprehenſive, Continuing Inſtant in Prayer. 


Where we have, 3 55 
I. The Duty enjoyn'd, in the word Prayer. 


II. The Circumſtance of Time, in the word Continuing. 


III. The Qualifications of i the word Inſtant, for ſo 
inſtant ſignifies, Earneſt. eee 


in treating of the Duty it ſelf, 1 ſhall not trouble you 
with any particular Diſcuſſion of its ſeveral Parts, which 


are Confeſſion, Petition, Deprecation, Interceſſion and 
Thankſgiving, (for your Direction in which I would refer 


you to the incomparable Author of The whole Duty of Man * 


but take all together, as they make up one Body of Prayer: 


* And 
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And ſhall (hew, 


1. The Neceſſity 0 of PRAYER 
2, the Ade ER I 


Firſi, The Neceſſity of Prayer. 
1. And indeed if we conſider that abſolute Authority 
and Dominion God has over us, the vaſt Diſtance that is 
between us, as he is our Creator and we his Creatures, 
but that made infinitely greater as we are Sinners; the 
Greatneſs of his Power, and our own Frailty and Nothing- 
neſs, the Striftneſs of his Juſtice, and how obnoxious we 
have rendred our ſelves to it, and liable to the Severity 
of his Wrath; his Eſſential Purity, that cannot endurg 


A 


Sin in the leaſt Inſtance and Degree; and how often and 


| Hainouſly we offend againſt it; how heavy and conſum- 
ing his Diſpleaſure is, and how daringly we have pro- 


voked it, that he has threatned Sin with the Execution 


of the greateſt Miſeries in this Life, and infinitely greater 


in the Life to come. And we cannot but be ſenſible of au 
unavoidable Neceſſity of obtaining his Pardon and being 


reconciled to him, or Periſhing Eternally, in that juſt De- 
ſtruction prepared for all wilful and obſtinate Offenders. 


2. Again, If we conſider the Eſſential Laws of his 
Immaculate Juſtice, and the infinite Guilt of our o¹ 
Demerits, which bind us to Puniſhment, we cannot but 


ſee an abſolute Neceſſity of our own undergoing the Pu- 
niſhment due to our Sins, and ſuffering for ever, becavſe 


we can never ſuffer enough; or elſe of tome other fuffering 
for us, to appeaſe that Juſtice we had enraged ; fome 


Surety, ſome Sponſor, ſome Mediator, fome Redeemer, to 
pay our Ranſom and bring us a Releaſe. And though Cod 
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of his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, and Chriſt of his tender 
Love and Compaſſion towards us, have done that for us wich- 
out us, and to which we did not, nor could Contribute any 
thing; yer it is expected, we ſhould fue to God the Father, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, who is God the Son; or we ſhould 
Pray to Chriſt, and he to the Father for us, to apply his 
Sufferings and Satisfaction to us, and accept it for us. 


And PRAYER is the neceſſary and effectual Means of 
conveying this to us: When we do through Repen- 
trance and Faith; an hearty Sorrow for our Sins, and a firm 
Belicf that God for Chriſt's ſake will be merciful unto us, 
and forgive us our Sins, if we do with unfeigned Prayer 


beg it of both. 


Could any hope for Pardon at an eaſier Rate? Can any 


Man expect his Enemy ſhould forgive him without his 
asking him Forgivenets? Or that God, who though he 


Love us infinitely, yet infinitely Hates our Sins, ſhould 
Frankly forgive us al}, Seal and ſend down our Pardons 
and apply them unto us, unleſs we expreſs our Willingneſs 


to receive, and Thankfulneſs for them, by earneſtly deſiring 
it of him: 3 


3. Again, If we conſider how naturally prone we are 


to Evil, how inevitably inclined to run into Miſchief, 
and do what we ſhould not; how Supine and Negli- 
gent, how dull and flothful, how raſh and unadviſed, 


how Timorous and weak, in not doing what we ſhould, 


or not when, or not how, or not enough, or not well 


enough, we cannot but ſee a great want in us, and Neceſſity 


of God's reſtraining and preventing, his illuminating and 


alliſting Graces, And God gives his Grace and Holy Spirit 
em e 1 : 


| 
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to them that ask them. Lake 11. 3. James 4. 6. God reſiſteth 
the proud, but giveth Grace to the humble, and more Grace. 


Thoſe that think to weather it out by their own Strength 


without God's, ſhall be Laught at by him : But they that 
through a Senſe of their own Wants and his Aſſiſtance beg 


it of him, ſhall receive more and more; and God gives 
| liberally and upbraideth not, even Wiſdom to them that asf: 


him. James 1. 5. And every Good and every perfect Gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of Lights, v. 17. 


4. Again, Conſider how many Spiritual Enemies we 
have about us; the Fleſb, that is very near us, in our 
very Boſoms, nay that is our very ſelves, continually ac 
hand, continually ready, continually Plying us, with 
forbidden Objects and ſenſual Pleafures, and Temporal 


Delights; that is always Tugging at our Souls, by inward 


Thoughts and ſecret Motions, wooing us to a Compliance 


with its Baits and Gratifications, to the undoing of the 
whole Man in Soul and Body. The whole World with- 
out us, by its Profits and its Pleaſures, by its Honours and 


Promotions, by its Promiſes and Threats, its Smiles and 


Frowns, its gilded Vanities and popular Topicks and en- 
tieing Cuſtoms, enclining us to look no farther, but ſet 


up our Reſt on this ſide Jordan, and be content with a 


Terreſtrial Paradiſe. The Devil and his Angels, ſeeking 


all Opportunities, and working all the ways they car, to 


make us forget God, or offend, or defy him; ſtirring up 


the World and the Fleſh againſt us; throwing Temptatious 


in our way to draw us to Sin, or affright us from our 


8 Duty. Conſider this, I fay, And we cannot but fee a 


great Neceſſity of begging God Almighty's Grace to aſſiſe 


and ſtrengthen us in the inner Man; of giving us his 


... Spirig 
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Spirit or a Guard of Angels to enable us to reſiſt and over- 
come the wicked one, and to limit his Aſſaults, that he do 
not Over- power us, and bear us down into Sin and Hell. 


5. Again, Conſider how many Temporal Dangers we 
lye open to. An Enemy from without, or an Enemy 
within, may over run our Country, and bring it to De- 
ſolation ; the Winds from above, or the Winds below, 
a Tempeſt, or an Earth- quake may ſhake down our Houſes 
[| | and bring the Roof upon our Heads; the Floods may 


[| {poil our Land, or unſeaſonable Weather our Seed-time, 
1 or our Harveſt; an infected Air may {weep away Man and 
' Wh Beaſt, our Drink may be our Poiſon, and every Bit our laſt; 
| or a Bolt from the Clouds, or a Fall from an Horfe, or a 

\ 


Sigb, or a Laughter, may bring us to untimely Ends, to 
LY Die ſuddenly and in our Sins; A Thouſand, Thouſand, 
Ĩh)ãings may happen to take away our Lives or embitter 
them unto us. Conſider this I ſay, and then tell me, 
whether there be not a great Neceſſity of Praying unto 
God to protect and defend us, to fave and guard vs with 
a particular Providence, who governs all Things accord- 
ing to his own Will and Pleaſure. | V 
6. Again, Conſider how many Bleſſings we enjoy, Spiri- 
tual and Temporal ; that we enjoy the Light of the Sun, 
and the Benefit of the common Air ; that we have Life 
and Liberty, Healthand Wealth, Food and Raiment, Friends 
and Comforts, Times of Labour, and Times of Reſt; nay that 
we are not already in Hell and lodged in a Bed of Flames: 


q | But that God hath ſent his Son, to, be born and die for 
TY Aq, to forgive us our Sins, to fave us from Hell, and bring 

| | „ us to Heaven; that he has revealed that Myſtery and his 
=. Will to us, and entred into a Covenant with us, begotten 


as 


us cOa lively Faith and Hope, Engratted us into the Chriſtian 
Church, and into one of the beſt of Churches, that he 
continues to us the Light of his Goſpel and the Means of 
Sal vation, and continues his Spirit and Meſſengers to us, ro 
bring us from Sin to Piety, from the Power of Satan unto 
Bod! Conlider theſe and then tell me, whether there be 
not a great Neceſſity upon us, to Praiſe God for theſe ineſti- 
mable Bleſings, eſpecially ſith he expects none other Tribute, 
but our enjoy ing all to our own Comfort and his Glory. 


7. Again, Conſider how nearly we are related to one a- 
nother, of the fame Fleſh and Blood, made up of the ſame 
Materials, liable to the ſame Dangers, encompaſt wh the 
ſame Infirmities, Partakers of the fame common Bleſlings; 
how little we deſerve, and how much we ſtand in need 
of ; how little of That we pray for, how little of that we. 
do pray for we pray for as we ought; and then tell me 

whether there be not a great Neceſſity of our Praying with, 
and for one another. "ar = 


Il hope by this Time both you and J are convinced of the 
urgent Neceſſity of this Duty of Prayer, and a more cloſe 
Inſpection and Narrower Reflection upon all thefe Caſes I. 
have mentioned, will preſs it upon our Minds with an 
Irxreſiſtable Force, and Prayer will take us, as it does Hea- 
ven even with Conſtraint and Violence. Eſpecially, if e- 
very Man would add his own Obſervation, of hisown par- 
ticular Needs and Dangers, which are Infinite to all, and 
cannot be brought within the Sphere of a publick Dil- 
courſe; nor be reckoned up in every Inſtance and Minute 
Circumſtance in an Age, though we ſhould employ our 
whole breath in nothing elſe: Becaule all the Bleflingswe 
enjoy, are Multiplied upon us, every Minute we enjoy them. 


83 2, The 


— — . eq we 
+ JR 


ro be Advantages of PRAYER. 
2. The Advantages of Prayer. EE 


1. And in the firſt place, What an honour is it for us, 
poor Worms, Duſt and Aſhes, nay worſe than that, Perifh- 
ing Creatures, Miſerable Sinners, to have the Liberty of 
Addreſſing our ſelves to ſuch an High, Holy, Heavenly 
Being, that fits above the Clouds and Starry Regions, ru- 
ling over all; whom if we look upon with the Eye of 
Faith and improved Reaſon, would even make us tremble to 
come before him; and yet he gives us leave, and Invites us 
to it, and receives us Graciouſly; and has ſet his Son in 
our own Nature as a Screen between us and his Angry 

Countenance, through whom we may apply ourſelves un- 
to him, and come with Boldneſs unto the Throne of Grace. 


2. A God that is Omniſcient, knows all we deſire, and 
al we ſhould, all we want, and all we can want; knows 
_ whereof we were made at firſt, and what we have made our 
ielves, and what is required to make us better. So that if 
we beg of him to do all which he knows is needful for us, 
we know we beg every Thing that is ſo: Becauſe he cer- 
rainly knows what 1s, and what 1s not, for us; otherwiſe 
we might miſs many Things that are Material, or like Fro- 
ward Children cry to eat Painted Glaſs, and to ſwallow 
down a gilded Poifon. He knows every Link of Provi- 
dence, and the whole Chain of univerſal Nature, and we 
might pray for a Bleſſing that might prove a Curſe, either 
directly or indirectly, in the Thing it ſelf, or in its Con- 
lequence, in the Matter or Event, did not his infinite Wiſ- 
dom ſee and fore-ſee, what is or ſhall be for our Good, 
what is or may be for our Harm 


3. As he is Omniſcient ſo he is all Powerful, and can 
do what he will. 'Tis he that Meaſured the W — the 
n Hollow 
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Hollow of his Hand, and meted out Heaven with A Spar, 


and Comprehended the Duſt of the Earth in A Meaſure, and 


weighed the Mountains in Scales, and the Hills in a 


Babavee, Iſa. 40. 12. He guides Nature in all her Courſes, 
and turns the Infinite Wheels ot Providence with a Steady 


Hand, and can when he pleaſes change its Motions : He can 


ftop the Sun, or Melt the Rocks, ſo that nothing n 


is too hard for him. 


. As he is Omnipotent, and can do what he will, ſo he 
18 Good and Gracious, and will do what he can for us. He 


is the God that made us, Ard we are the People of his 


Paſture, and the Sheep of his Hand. He 18 our Father and 
we are his Children ; He 1s our Saviour and we are his re- 
deemed ones: He is more tender of us, than a Father of his 


only Son, than a Mother of her Sucking Child. And can a 
Father give his Son a Stone that asks him Bread, or a Serpent 
for a Fiſh? And if our Earthly Parents, which ſometimes 
want to give us, and ſometime give us what they muſt 
want themſelves ; that do not always know what is good 
for their Children, Subject to Pathons, and may be unwil- 
ling to give, yet the very nearneſs of Nature over-comes 


them; how much more ſhall God, who is our heavenly 


| Father, and wants nothing, and knowsall Things, Give good 


Things to them that ack him? Mat. 7. 9. Nay when we arc 


Miſtaken and ask amiſs, he even Croſſes our Prayers for our 
good, gives us Bread tor Stones, and Eggs when we beg 


for Scorpions. 


As he is thus able nd willing, ſo 1s he in all places, 5 
and at all Times near at hand and preſent with us, and rea- 
dy to help us. Attends us through all the Paſſages and Di- 


thiculties of our Lives; and we can need nothing but his Eye 
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is Over us and he ſees it, and We can tuffer nothing but he is is 
by us and takes notice of it. And there are no good Things 
we enjoy but we receive them trom him, and it is his Hand 
that reaches them to us. And though he be in Heaven yet 
he fills all Places, and when we put up our Prayers to him 
he is by and ears us: z and it we pray as we ought always 
anſwers us, either in what we pray for, or in what we 
ſhould, cither in what we ask, or what is berter for us. 


And now how can there be any greater Advantage, for 


this is an Advantage that brings in all other Advantages 
with it. This is a Store-houle that is Inexhauſtible, a Bank 


that can ne'er be Drained, a Foontan whoſe Waters can 
ne'r be cut off, but flows for ever. 


Hither if we fly in any kind of Need, we are ſure to be 


ſupplied. Hither if we come with an humble Confeſſion 
of and hearty Sorrow for our Sins, with Hatred towards 
them, and Reſolutions of torſaking them, and beg his Par- 


don, and Forgivenels of ns, we are certain to receive it : 
For he did not only contrive the way tor us to obtain it, 


before we could ask it, but he has bound himſelf by Pro- 
miſe, and it were a wrong to Chriſt's Purchaſe, and a breach 


of his own Word (which 1s firmer than the Pillars of the 
Earth) not to pardon all that are truly Penitent and beg it 


ot him. For ſo St. Fohn, 1 Epiſt. 1. 9. If we confeſs our Sins be. - 
is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins. lt is now become a 

Branch of bis Fidelity to Pardon us, and Juſtice it (elf Pleads 
for our Forgiveneſs. And he bas not only ſmoothed the 


way toit, and ſhed his Blood to Purchaſe it, and promiſed 


to give it to us, but he has given us many Inſtances of his 
And the Prodigal Son, and the 


Willingneſs to do it: 
Publican, and the Penitent Thief are Examples, how ready 
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he is toanſwer us, and how few Words, rightly aclivered, 
will wooe lim to it. 


And when we want any Thing that is good, neceſſary or 


| convenient for our Bodies, he will never fail to anſwer us 
in what is needful, either by giving us what we pray for, 


if he ſee it fit for us; or by denying us, let's us (ee we are 
Miſtaken in the Subject, and that it would prove Hurtful for 
us, if he ſhould grant our Deſires; and by ſo doing either 


gives us what we pray for, or makes us Content without 


it, which is Tantamount every whit as good for us. 


And now who can conſider this, and not look upon Man 


as the happieſt Creature in the World! That when all o- 


ther Creatures muſt take Things as they are, and as they ha p- 


pen, and have no ſort of Intluence to make any kind of 
Alteration in the Dif! poſals and Events of Providence, Man 
has an eaſy Method Preſcribed him of changing Things in- 


to better, and all Things 1 into Good. What is there we can 
complain of, but if we run unto the Father of Spirits and 
the Governour of the World, he will remove our Troubles, 


and give us what we want, either one way or other, and 
' oftentimes in ways we think leaſt of? And if we do not 
want any thing and be troubled with nothing, what hinders 
that our whole Lite ſhould not be a continual Thankſgiv- 


ing? Who wonld be Pinching and Covetous, Carking and 
Careful, to ſcrape up a Maſs of this Worlds Wealth, tofur- 
niſh them for after Years, when they have a good God to 
go to, and of whom they may ask what, and when they 


will. and asking receive? For ſo is the Apoſtle” s advice; 


Be careful for nothing : Bat in every Thing by Prayer and Sup- : 


plication, with Thankſgiving, let your requeſts be made noms 


unto God, . 4. 6. And St. James, Te have not, becauſe 
„ 
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ye a5knot, ye ask and receive not, becauſe ye ack amiſs. Jam. 4. 
2, 3. And St. John. Whatſoever we ask, we receive of him, 
becauſe we keep his Commandments, and do thoſe Things that 
are pleaſing in his fight. 1. John 3. 22. If we do but take 
heed to carry our ſelves as we ought, nothing can hinder 


us from having what we ſhould, and what is good for us. 


Tis only Sin that makes the breach and the difference be- 
twixt us. For ſo the Prophet tells the Fews. Your Iniquities 
have turned away theſe Things, and your Sins have with- 
holden good Things from you. Jer. 5. 25. If we benot a- 
wanting to our (elves and our Duty, ſooner will the Ele- 
ments change or ſuſpend their Properties, and the Clap- 


pers of the Spheres Chime backward to call in the Univerſe 


to our Aſſiſtance, than that God ſhould be awanting to his 


Creatures that ſerve aright and pray unto him. And that 
theſe are not bare Complements, or the Effect of warm Diſ- 
courſe, See the Sun going down upon the Eaſt Point of the Dial 
of Ahaz. 2. Kings, 20. 11. Ard the Moon ſtanding ſtill in 


the valley of Ajalon. Joſh. 10. 12. By this was Hezekiah's Lite 


prolonged fifteen Years, and departed Souls called into their 


Bodies again. It has turned the Sea into dry Land. and the 
Wilderneſs into a Flood, and Water into Human Gore. It has 


tamed the Fierceneſs of wild Beaſts and wilder Men; ſtopt 
the Mouths of hungry Lions in their Den, turned the fiery 
Furnace into open Air, and made Pulſe and Water out- do 
all the Delicacies of the Babylonian Court. It has cauſed = 
Rain. and it has cauſed Drought ; it has routed Armies 
and it has taken Towns; it has made the Barren bear, the 


Poor rich, and the Sick well without the help of Phyſick. 


Few Conditions we can happen into, but we may find ſome 


Precedents of Perſons ſo relieved to encourage our Hope of 


and Endeavours after it. Who would not account it a great 
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Advantage to have ſome rich, Powerful and kind Friend 
among Men, that is able and willing to relieve him? But 
alas ! the Power of Mortals at the greateſt is but Precarious, 
Limited and Imperfect, and their Paſſions are weak and ſhort- 
lived, their Reſolutions wavering, their Minds changeable, 


and they are apt to play at Faſt and Looſe with us: But God 


is a (ure Friend, and will never fail us, never leave us, nor 


forſake us. What an huge Advantage then is it for us to 
have him to draw to? How firmly may we rely upon his 
Aid, and truſt to his Gone??? 


And who that believes and knows this will need much 


Courting to ſo Profitable a Duty. Tis true did it only bring 
us in Spiritual Advantages, many Men might be more ready 


to ſlight it, as not underſtanding the Worth, or not ſeeing 
the Danger, or not having a due Regard tor their Souls. But 


being it is the Conduit that brings down and conveys even 


Temporal Bleſſings to us, methinks it ſhould Invite, even 


indifferent Perſons, to make uſe of ſuch a Means, ſo power- 


ful and eaſy: For the moſt Scraping Worldling is at far 
greater Pains, in prong worldly Methods and Devices 
to ſupply him with Neceſſaries or Over- plus. Tis true God 
gives us many Things without asking, or elſe we had 
never been in a Capacity of asking; he gave us Life 
and outs? and Nouriſht us in our Infancy, fed us when 


we could not ſpeak, and gave us Speech without asking; 
but it was to make us able to do ſo for what we need, and 


to Praiſe him for what he gave us before hand, and ſtil} 


continues unto us. And that tis tedious and uneaſy to 
ſome Perſons, proceeds chiefly from the Carnality ot their 


Minds and the Neglect of the Duty. How can we expect 


good Things from God if we do not pray for them, and 


if 
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if we pray amiſs we are not like to receive them; or if 
God ſhould ſhed his Bleſſings upon Perſons that do not 
ask them, or anſwer the Prayers even of the wicked, and 
grant them their Deſires, yet they have different Effects 
upon them, ſerve only to upbraid their Guilt, and enhance 
their Puniſhment : For Bleſſings as ſuch are only for the 
Righteous ; and the Prayers of the wicked, whether they 
prevail or no, are turned into Sin; and fo in the right 
Senſe of the thing, the blind Man's Speech was Goſpel, God 
hears not Sinners, John 9. 31. Thoſe that lift up defiled 
Hands, and come with Rotten Hearts and Polluted Con- 
ſciencs, in Hypocriſie and outward Form; or pray for un- 
lawful Things, or for unlawful Ends, their very Prayers 
are Abominable, and either bring down a Curſe upon them 
in this World, or a more intolerable one in the World 
to come. 8 e 0 


— RIIREy 


The good God Almighty ſo purifie our Hearts, and 
cleanſe our Hands, and Hallow our Lips, and direct us in 
the Matter and Form of our Prayers, that we may ever 
obtain what we pray for, and pray for what we Want, ſo 
mall we never fail ofa Comfortable Happineſs here, and a 
compleat and endleſs one hereafter, through Jeſus Chriſt 
cur Lord; To whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Praiſe and Thankſgiving for ever more. Amen, 


* 
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Rowans XII. 12. 
Continuing inſtant i 2 Prayer. 


tages of this Duty of Prayer. I come now to the Times 
and Frequency of performing it, Expreſt in the word 
Continuing. 


[ my Former, I ſhewed you the Neceſſity and 11 


And indeed if we conſid der how great and how many 


are our Wants, how great and how many our Dangers, 


how many, and how great the Bleſſings we receive at God's 
Hands, and thoſe Multiplied npon us every Moment, we 
ſhould be continually Exerciſed in this Holy Duty, would 
our Circumſtances permit it, and ſpend our whole Lives 
in Prayers or in Praiſes, And thoagh the good Woman was 
Miſtaken, that reading that of the Apoſtles, 1 Theff. 5.17, 
Pray without ceaſing, Spent her whole Lifc-time in 1t, to the 
Neglect of her Family, and let her Children want both Food 
and Dretiing, till ſhe was gently reproved : Yet ſo far as 
other neceſſary Duties will allow, the Buſineſs of our Call- 


ing, and the Offices of Humanity, and Works of Piety and 
Charity, tis doubtlels very Commendable to employ as 


much Time as we can ſpare in this concerning Buſineſs, 


The Time we employ in the Affairs of the World is ſpent, 


„ but 
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” the i ime we ſpend i in Prayer 13 employ'd. And though 


cannot tell what Time, or how often to Preſcribe to al! 
Perions, Men's Butineſs and Concerns being infinite, and 


in wely Various, yet there are ſome Times which are 
ch arge on all, laid as a common Task, ſhall I fay, or in- 

2d as a common Benetit to Man- kind. And there are 

9 ne Other Times beſides theſe which become an accept— 
able Sacrifice, a frec-will Offering, a reaſonable Service, 
from thoſe who have more Time and Leaſure to perform 


it in. Thoſe whom Providence hath called to a State of 


Eaſe and Liberty, freed them from the publick Curſe, of 
Larning their Living with the Sweat of their Brows, are 
in all reaſon to look pon themſclvcs as obliged to ſet 
aparta greater Portion of their Time for this grand Duty, 


than they, that have it taken up in the acquiring the Ne- 


ccſ]aries of Livelihood. Ot the former fort (that is ſuch 


as is incumbent upon all) are the Times of publick and the | 


Times of private Prayer. Again publick Prayer is two fold, 
That in the Church, and That in the Family. 


- "Chat in the Church, The firſt and chieſeſt of which 
15 Re of the Lord's-Day, a Day that is ſer apart for that 
Purpoſe, and which all are commanded to allow them- 
ſelves Time and Leaſure to attend: For to what end do we 


think are we forbidden cur daily Labours, and to 557 | 


trom ſecular Employments, but that our Bodies may be 


{ 150 rty, A! 1d our Minds at Eaſe, to Addreſs Our ſelves 
the Majeſty of Heaven, with more Preparedneſs, Earneſt- 
neſs and Attention of a Rational and Spiritual Worſhip; 


to beg what is requiſite and neceffary, the Food and Nuriſh- 


ment of our Son ls, which would be wholly negieded and 


Starved, were all our Time taken up in the Proviſion tor 
the 
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the Fleſh. For we are not to look upon the Lord 5 Day 
only as a Sabbath of Reſt common to us with our Beaſts, 
wherein to refreſh our tired Spirits and wearied Bodies, 
by giving them a Relaxation from paſt Toils, and to Euvi- 
gorate and enable them for greater Burdens aticrwards : 
But by a more ſolemn and publick Repentauce, to beg 


Pardon for our Sins for the Week paſt, and God's Grace 


and Aſſiſtance for the Week to come; and to give him 


Thanks and Praiſe for all the daily Bleſſings we receive ; 


and to lay up a Spiritual Stock and Treaſure for our Souls 
on the Lord's Day for all the {ix that follow it, as we do 


for our Bodies in the fix before for the Sunday to come. 


And ſith we do as it were thus pay God at once and in the 
Groſs, that Service and Homage we owe and ought to pay 
him every Day, did not the neceſlary affairs of a Temporal 


Life call us from it, and which are apt to beclog and 
cumber our Thoughts, and render us unfit for Spiritual De- 
votion; Sith! lay, we do thus pay God in One what we 
ſhould in Seven, how diligent ſhould we be, not only in 
doing it as to the Thing but in multiplying our Care and In- 


tention to the well doing of it, that it may be accepted as 
a Commutation for all the reſt of the Week, I mean as to 
this more publick and ſolemn Exerciſe of it. And that not 
only in reſpect to our ſelves, but alſo in regard to the whole 
Church and Country whereof weare Members. For befides. 
that every Man generally bears a Share both in publick Benefits 
and public Dangers, and fo conſults his own good in the 
publick, yet as Chriſtians we ought to bave that common 
Concern, and that mutual Charity and Fellow-feeling, as to 


be concerned for others as nearly as if it touch'd our {elves, 


Even when it does not in any other reſ ect, but! in that ot 
C2 an 
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the Sbecies and Brotherhood. For fo ſaith the Apoſtle, 
When one Member ſuffers, all the Members ſuffer with it: Or 
one Member rejoyce, all the Members rejoyce with it. 1 Cor. 
12. 26. Bear ye one anothers Burdens, and ſo fulſil the Law 


of Chr iſt. Gal. 6. 2. Rejoyre with then that do rejoyce, and 


weep with them that weep. Rom. 12. 15. And indeed in all 
forts of publick Petitions and Deprecations, the moſt are 


concerned, and the more they are that are united in this 


affair make the greater Influence on Heaven, and moſt of 


all when the whole Church joins with one Mouth and one 


Heart, with Zeal and Devotion. And he that ordinarily or 


willfully abſents himſelf, cuts himſelf off from the body of 


the Church, Judges and makes himſelf no Member of It, Or 
which is near Akin, is a dead and unprofitable piece of it. 
As that part of the body 1 is Diſtempered, that does not do 
its Daty aright, and that quite dead and Gangered that has 


nokcelng of or common concern for the rell. And in this 
Senſe I take the word Continuing to be Meant, that we 
ſould be conſtant, and without Interruption at theſe pub- 
lick Conventions, not to abſent our ſelves often, or uſual- 


ly, or Wilfully ; not to make Excuſes, and frame Buſineſs, 
or feign Indiſpoſition on purpole to ſtay at home, and is 
what the Apoſtle to the Hebrews urges, That we ſhould not 
ſorſale the aſſembling of our ſel ves together. Heb. 10. 25. That 


we ſhould not Neglect to give our Attendance on ſuch 


Times of ſolemn Worſhip, "et apart tor that purpoſe by 
the Church, which obliges all that are Members of it; but 
to frequent fuch Times and Places with Love, Zeal and 


Devotion. 


But of this fort of publick Worſhip and Pray er there are 
alſo other 11mes, as the Falts and Feſtivals of the Church; 


which 
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which though they may be thought not ſo ee 
to oblige all "that are Members of it, ſo Men do not Create 
Neceſſities and feign Bultnels on purpoſe to avoid them, 
but come when they can, and rather put off their Tem- 
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; Poral Concerns whenever they Tole ravly may, to pay their 

| ' Reſpect and bear their Part in | thern et are neceſlarily re- 

: quired of all thoſe that have Time and Leaſure for it: For 

tis certain that they that have the greateſt Eſtates do ordi- 

] narily reap the Benefit of them by the Labour and Dili- 

gence of other Men's Hands; and as one are working with 

1 the Earth to make it Tecm out its Bowels, or reaping its 

q Crops, ſo ſhould the other be working with Heaven tor a 

1 Bleſſing upon their Labours ; that the Heavens may be In- 

. fluential and the Earth willing to yield them an anſwer— 

5 able Reward, and as it were to pay that part of Devotion 

5 tor them, which the continual Toy! of others, renders 

8 them incapable of performing with that Solemnels and For— 

- mality: For doudtleſs in this of Time as well as other Ta- 

- lents, God cxpects according to the Meaſures he gives, much 95 

of them that have much, leſs of them that have leſ 1 

. 4 

3 Another fort of pub ick Prayer is That in the Fe ily, 

1 which indiſpenſably obliges all that are Maſters of them, 

co perform con (cantly, and with the ſame Fer vor and Dili- 

> gence, unleſs by ſome great and urgent Concern they be 

y | ocherwiſe - foretimeslet and hindred, but That cf arcal. not 

i j framed Necclitt Ly : r Or let them look Upon it, that it Muir 

4 be a great Excuſe that Frecs it from a Sin of Omiiſtzn: bor 
the Viaſter of a Family mult not look upon hun {cli as luch, 

5 only in reſpect of cxacting the Service and Obedience or 

8 thoſe that are under him, or providing them with nate 

7% ral Sultenance, and the Conccrus of a Temporal Life, hive 
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their Souls. For every Head of a Family is a Prieſt in his 
own Houſe, in this reſpect at leaſt of offering up the pub- 


lick Prayers of his own, whether Children or Servants, or 


whomever elſe are for the prelent his Domeſticks, unleſs 
he have ſome under his Roof, either ordinarily or by 


Accident whom he thinks better qualified for that Office, 


or to whom he thinks fit to delegate it. 
And though there may be ſome whoſe Education has 


not furniſh'd them with ſufficient Abilities to compile their 


own Sentiments into a fit Form of Words, or not able to 
read thoſe which the Church or other Men have ſet out 
tor them ( of which I hope we have not many in Compa- 
riſon in fuch a Nation as Ours) yet there are few ſo 


illiterate or weak, but may commit the Lord's Prayer to 
Memory; and if they do but ule this conſtantly and with 


Devotion, tis what David (aid of Goliah's Sword, there is 
none like it. And let no one think that it is too ſhort a 
rorm, or in any Thing defective, for he was Wiſdom it ſelf, 


even God himſelf, who both made, and Commanded us to 


uſe it. Luke 11. 2. God does not meaſure our Prayers by 


their length, Nor will he hear us the ſooner for our much 


. 


peaſting, and tis heatheniſh to think ſo. Mat. 6. 7. For the 


Publican made a ſhort Prayer, but it was effectual. God be 


merciful unto me a Sinner. Luke 18. 13. And the Thief up- 
on the Croſs prayed. Lord, remember me when thou comeſt 


into thy Kingdom. Luke 23. 42. And that was a ſhort Prayer 
oo, but it was long enough to work a Miracle, and ſave 


2 dying Soul. 


A Man's Houſe is his Caſtle, and every Maſter of a Family 
is Lord there, at leaſt fo far as belongs to the Regulating 


in his Sphere and Station, as having the Charge and Care of 
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and Government of it. And therefore this Duty ſhould bo 


more conſtantly and continually performed, and can but 


meet with few Caſes where it may be omitted, as private 
Prayer ſometimes does, as I ſhall after ſkew. For when a 
Man has indiſpoſed himſelf, through his own Fault and 
Folly, that's a double Sin; bis Indifpoſir tion is one, and 
his Omiſſion of Prayer is another. . 


And that is ſo far from Excuſing that it Aggravates his 


Crime. But when they have Friends or Strangers in their 


Houſe, perhaps, even good Men may omit it; but twerg 
well if ic were not ſo: For I can but think of two Things 
that may put us upon the Omiſſion, and they are bot 
anſwerable. 


Firſt. That we are aſnamed any ranger ſhould diſcover 
our Weaknels, in the Matter or Form "of our Prayer, or 


_ elſe in the Manner and Method of our expreſſing it. But to 
this, if thou beeſt in Cy to uſe them in their Order, 

there are none better than the publick Prayers of the Church, 

70 either for the uſe of thine own Family, or Strangers hear 


ing: For pray ing in a Family is publick, and the Prayers 
of the Church, are publick tor that end; and the Differ- 


_ ence is only this (abating the Conſecration of the place ) 


that every Family is a leſter Church, and every Church is 
a greater Family. So that whoever Grudges thy uſing theſe 
Prayers, provided it be with Gravity and Decenc Y, as all 
publick Prayers ought, has a greater grudge agiinft the 
Church than againſt thee z or thou art blatphemed, or il 
thought ot for the Churches f. ke, which is the Spouſe or 
Chriſt, and that is one ſort of Mar !yrdoms; or Perſecution ſor 
the Churches ſake, and has its Reward in Store. But if thou 
be not 10 qualified, but offereſt up a Prayer of thine own, 
Or 
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or {ome others Compoſing; yet heis no good Chriſtian that 
can E ng much at thee for doing thy Endeavours in a right 
Way and neceſlary Duty; he is no Friend that will Divulge 
any traps erfection or Weakneſs, he either Apprehends, or | 
an kes to be in it. Not, but that we ought to take care 
tat gur Prayers be as Good as we can get, and then no 
Matter who is by, though the King was there, though 
eclomon himſelf was there, {or a greater than Solomon is 
there a o: And we ought not in publick Pray er to {pcak 
that to God, wh ich we are alhamed to ſpeak before Men. 


| Again, Thou, pert aps art afraid 1 to be thought Preciſe 
} Cr Hiypocriitical in it,: Rr o Chooſelt rather to omit it, than 
pp undergo fuch a Scandal: But to this 1 Anſwer, 'tis thine 


own Concern to fee to that, whether 1t be fo with thee 
or rior. If thou doeſt not aſc to pray conſtantly with thy 
Family, but takeſt jt up upon ſuch an Occaſion, to be. 
thought to do fo, and ſcem to be more Religious than 
hon art, or to Vaunt thy Parts or Elocution, tis then in- 
,ced Hy pocritical and Sinful : Tis done to have Praiſe of 
Men: And thou! z3it thy Reward, whattoever thou getteſt, 
virether a good Word or a bad. But if in perfect Duty and 
Obedience thou becit Ree ang in the Performance of it at 
other Times, as well as this, thou art then ſatisfied in thine 
own Conlticnce that whoſoever judgeth otherwiſe of 
rhee, jadgeth Raſhly, Uncharitably, without Reaſon, and 
* en will be unreaſonable who can help it; thou art 
to Anſwer for thine own Faults but not for theirs, Con- 
- has ks t tis publick Prayer and not private; private Pray 
cr Ceales to be ſo when it once becomes publick, and is 
fitter for the Cloſet than the Hall; but in the other the 
nore public the better; the more that join the more 
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Prevalent, Conſider thou art not about thine own private 


particular Concerns only, but begging a Bleſſing on all 
that belongs to thee, thine whole Family and the Stranger 


that is within thy Gates : ; ſo that hereby thou doit the 
moſt oblige him ; this is the higheſt Entertainment thou 


canſt Treat him with, the Heartieſt Welcome thou canlt 


give him. N 


Again, Conſider that it is not only thine own Sin, a Sin 


againſt thy (elf, in Omitting a Duty that fo highly Con- 
cerns thee, a Sin againſt thy Family, in depriving them of 


the Benefit and Succeſs of thy Prayers, but tis a Sin againſt 


thy Friend too: For what the Apoſtle ſays of Meat, we 


may ſay of Prayer in this caſe, Now walkeſt thon not 
Charitably. Rom. 14. 15. Charity Obliges us to invite 
others to good Works, or Encourage them in them, eſpe- 
cially by our Example, as being more Prevalent with them. 
Now whether thy Friend be conſtant in this Duty (as all 


Men ought) or no, either way thy uſing or Omitting it 
may have Influence upon him. If he be conſtant at it and 
find thee ſo too, this Confirms him in his Duty and 
Practice, and he ſees he does no more than his Neigh- 


bours ; what ſome he ſees does beſides, and others ſhould. 
But if he do, and thou do not uſe it, that may then make 


him fall off from the Strictneſs of his Piety; and Rt 


think it not ſo Univerſally and Neceſſarily binding; 
elſe that he ſhall make as good a Shift as others, if he 5 
it over. If he do not uſe it nor thou neither, this a- 
gain Confirms him in his Neglect and Impiety; and he 
may begin to think Religion but a Trick or Impoſture ; 
or Prayer particularly but a Complement and not to be 


uſed among Friends. But if he do not ule it and thou 
98 do, 
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do, this will be apt to prick his Conſcience for his own 


Neglect, make him aſhamed to come behind others, whom 


perhaps he thinks himſelf above; or to recolle& what a 
Difference will be made between his Friend and him at 


the Day of Judgement, in Proportion to that Difference he 
tinds already; and according to that Judgment which he 
is ready to pals upon himſelf as Rational and Juſt, this 
may make him refolve to betake himſelf to that Duty in 
his own Family which he has fo long Neglected. And 
fo thy Prayer has been a Sermon too, and preach'd thy 
Friend into Reformation and Amendment. And though 
tis certain no good Works ought to be Vaunted, yet our 
Saviour bids his Diſciples let theirs (ſhine before Men, That 


they too may glorifie their Father which is in Heaven, Mat. 5. 


16. That is, that they alſo may ſee and imitate them: 
For we glorife God in nothing more than our own Im- 
provement. 3 - 


And then for private Prayer, we may conſider That alſo 
in a double Relation, as tothe Times of Performance; one 
of which is indiſpenſably obliging to all, the other expected 
rom Perſons of greater Leaſure and Opportunity, That 


required of all, is every Evening and every Morning. For 
Prayer is the Chriſtian Sacrifice, whereby we attone Hea- 


ven, and move God to be Propitious and Merciful, Gra- 
cious and Bountiful to us. And if we conſider how many 


Wants and how many Dangers we lye under and are open 
to, every Day and every Night, 'tis highly neceſſary we 


ſhould beg Cod's Grace and Protection; and not enter 


upon any new Day, or any approaching Night, without 
invokeing his Bleſſing and fate Guard. Every Morning we 


do as it were begin our Lives anew, and ſhould litt up (5 
EN ns +--<ut- 
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our Hearts unto the Lord, and begin well that we may 
end ſo; put our ſelves into ſuch a Frame of Spirit, and 
beg God to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen us, that we may live that 
Day as if we were living tor Eternity: For the Eternal 
Day, for ought we know may be the next, or at Icaſt may 
be ſo to us. Not to let our Temporal Concerns take up 
more of our Time or Care than neceſſarily they mult, or 
may in Prudence be laid out upon them; but by no Mcans 
to Jultle out thoſe of our Spiritual. Conſi lering always 
that we have a greater Concern upon our Hands, and that 

15 the Care of our Souls, and Provifion for an Everlaſting 
State, which Depends npon the Management of every Day 
we Live. That we may be kept out of Temptations, or en- 
abled to reſiſt and over-come them, and that we ſet our 
ſelves to do all manner of good Works, as Occaſion and our 
Abilities ſhall cut out for us. And every Day that Cloſes 
on us, ſhould cloſe with God, we ſhould let him be our 
Alpha and Omega, the firſt and laſt in our Thoughts; 
and beg his Pardon for the Frailties and Milcarriages of the 
paſt Day, and ca!l our ſelves to Account how much we 
are indebted to him, and endeavour to ſet ſtreight with 
him. And I doubt the beſt of us will find that true which 
the Famous Painter ſaid Nulla dies ſine linea, but alas! in a 
quite different Senſe to what he meant it in. No Day that 
has gone over cur Heads, but we have made ſome Slots 
and Blurs, ſome Scrawls and irregular Twinings ; ſome 
Sins committed, or ſome Duties omitted, or careleſly OC 
_ imperfectly performed: For which tis highly neceſſary we 
ſhould beg God Almighty's Pardon and Forgiveneis. Many 
Bleſſings we have received from his Hand, "uſual or extr1- 
ordinary ; ſome good Thing given, or ſome Evil we are 
delivered trom, for which we ought to magnifie his Holy 
on D 2 Name. 
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Name. But if nothing has happened but what is is common, 
vet we have never the jeſs Realon to Praiſe his Name, that 
he great and prolifick Pleſſing of Life, his ſparing us from 
Day to Day, and not cutting us off in our Sins, 1 
ing us in the Land of the living, and on this ide Hell, 
10 conſtantly continued to us, that 1t comes as certain a 
the Day. And when Night Approaches, tis an Emblem 
of that Darkneſs which is called The Land of Oblivion. 


And sleep is an Image of Death. And when we lie 
down in our Beds, we may aging them our Graves, and 
You we fall allcep, tor ought we know, we may awake 

2xt Morning in another World. And therefore how dare 


ve enter upon this diſmal State without making Our Peace 


with Cod, and beging his Protection and Sate-guarding 
1 15 from all the Spirits and Powers of Darkneſs? 


And this, not upon a Sp iritual Account only, but apon 1 
emporal alfo. For when God has been ſo Merciful and 
Ge od to us as to give us the Bleſſing of a new Day, how 
uncomfortable and uneaſy would it be to us, it he did not 
give us a Thonſand Bleſtings beſides? Nay how Trouble- 
bn, and Miſcrable would it be, did he not deliver us from 
Thoufand Thouſand Danvers we are liable to? How 
fo) ſome and Tedious would the Night be to us without 
Roti and Refreſhment? And 'tis he alone that giveth his 
beloved Sleep. When he might ſuffer us to be affrighted 
with Spefrums Or Melancholick Dreams; or to be ſtruck 
through with Pains and Aches ; that we ſhould wiſh for 
jay long betore it comes, and tor Night again ſoon after 
ne Day is dawned. For ſuch Things as theſe would be but 


* 


imall Tokens of what the infernal Fiends, that hover a- 
20ut us, would do for us, did not his Almighty Power 
curb and reti F Sith 
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ith therefore there is none of us can plead an Exemption 
from theſe Wants and Dangers, the Duty mult be neceflari- 
ly binding unto all. Sith our Wants and Dangers and 
Bleſſings are renew'd every Morning and every Night, as 


the Two great Periods that meaſure out and determine our 
Lite, tis neceſſary this Duty ſnould be as often performed. 


But then this ſort of Prayer may ſometimes admit of 
Excuſes, provided they be not ſought for and framed, but 
{uch as are neceſſary, and as much avoided as we can. For 
a Man's Privacy and Solitude cannot always be enjoyed as 


he could deſire, and fo the Opportunities of his Addreſſing 


himſelf to God in his uſual and Solemn manner may be 
ſhortned, For the Duty it ſelf is private Prayer, and as 
ſuch, tis as Eflential to it to be private as that it ſhould be 


| Prayer. And when a Man has no Opportunity of being in 
Private, he is excuſable for that Time: Provided if he be 
in a Friends Houſe, or on a Journey, or in Company; pro- 
vided, I ſay, that he make uſe of all honeſt and civil Means 


to perform it if he can; and where he cannot be ſo private 
as he would, yet let him make himſelf as private as he can; 


Imean, let him ſometimes, notwithſtanding his C Company, 
be retiring into his Soul, and the Preſence ot God, by fome 


good Thought, or pithy Collect, or ſnort Ejaculation; per- 


forming what he can, when he cannot do what he would: 
So may we lee a true Lover, notwithſtanding his Diver- 


ſions, ſtill dropping into studies, and about other Buſineſs 


a the midſt of Company. And a true Love indeed for God | 


and Religion, aud this Solemn Duty of it, would make us 
do ſo too. However let it be only want of Opportunity that 
makes us omit it, even in its Formalities and Circumitances x 


and even then let Us make up as much as we can, what js 
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wanting in outward Expreſſions, in the Eſſential and more 
internal Parts of it. We may uſe the Lord's Prayer, or the 


Doxology, or the ſhorter Litanics of, Lord have mercy upon us, 


and the like, without a ſet Dreſs of Articulate Words, or 
putting any notable Interruption upon Society. And God 


in many Things accepts the Will for the Deed, and here 


wildoit, becauſe in Prayer eſpecially he looks more at the 
He 8 rt than Voice. And where there is this Heart and good 
ill, lach Opportunities may be extended far beyond Ex- 
bectation. And we have had Inſtances of ſome Perſons, 
at have diverted Multiplicity of Buſineſs, and Stollen 0 
much time, cven, from urgent Concerns, as to attend this 
morc urgent and concerning Duty. That have in a Journey 


taken their Chambers long before they have taken their 


L t odgings, and refreſh'd the) ir Souls before their Bodies. 


. beſide s Theſe, of Morning and Evening g neceſſarily in- 
umbent upon all, there are other Times to be obſerved by 


i Perſons of greater Leature and better Opportunities, {eve-_ 
ral Times a Day, , as Occaſion will permit, and the Striftneſs 
of ther Piety and Zeal will prompt them to. For thus 


Pious David Affirms of himſelf. Seven Times a Day do I 
praije thee. Pſal. 119. 164. In the Night his Song ſhall be 
ith me, and my Prayer unto the God of my Life. Pal. 42. 8. 


/ ary jn the Day Time, and in the Night ſeaſon, and am not 


Silent, Plal. 22.2. AA indeed if en confider all our Wants 


and all our Dangers, the Neceſſity and Advantages of 


Prayer; how many Bleflings and Mercies we are every 
Minute receiving from Almighty Cod. That continual 


enſe we ſhould always bear about us, of the Preſence of 
God, our own Mortality, the Hope and Expectation of 


Hea- 
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Heaven, and the Proviſion for another Life, wherein we 
mult be happy or miſerable for ever, we ſhould necd none 
other Motive to Stir us up to the continual Excrciſe and 
Performance of this Duty whatſoever our Employments bc. 
Thoſe that lead more retired and Cloyſtered Lives would 


be conſtant and frequent in the Practice of it, with a more 


ſacred and formal Solemnity ; and thole that are thror oe 
with worldly Concerns and bodily Labours would be often 


on a Day lifting up their Hearts unto the Lord, in ſhorter 
Phraſes, Pathetick Ejaculations, Pious W ines and Joytu! 


Prailes to the God and Author of all our Pleſlings. 


In a Word, we ſhould look upon the Care of our Souls az 
the main Bulineſs of our Lives: ; and ſo ſequeſter our ſelves 
from the World and outward Concerns as much as we pru- 
dently can; and long to be Converling with God, 2nd 


have our Society in Heaven, whither we hope to come, 


and ſo Dedicate our ſelves in all feaſable Inſtances to Pra ert 
and Praiſes, that when our Sun {hall ſet, and the Lord ſha! 


call upon us, we may be found ſo doing; that we may 
die with Prayers i in our Mouths, as having been the Em- 


ployment of our Lives; that our laſt Breach: may be ſpent It 


A Lord have mercyuponus. Or Chriſt Feſus rece zoe 1 Soul. 


Cod of his infinite mercy grant us to be all of one Mind, 


that we may with one Heart and one Voice, continue ank 
frequent the Exerciſe of our publick Prayers, to him, 


and for, and with one another. God grant we may with 


0 Singleneſs of Heart, and Heartineſs of Devotion, continue 
. conltant i in making our private Addrelles to him, at all 


Times, and upon all Occaſ ons. And Go. continue the: 
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light of his Gol pel, and the Exerciſe of our Religion to 
us; that we may never want Opportunity of Addreſſing to 
him, in publick, and in private, to the Praiſe and Glory 
of his Name, to the Good and Salvation of all our Souls, 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who Receives and Tenders 
our Prayers for us to the Throne of Grace, and makes 


them come down upon us in all the Bleſſings of this Life, 


Spiritual and Temporal, and the fitting us for a better, 


where our Prayers will be changed into Praiſes, To whom 


with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be all Honour and Glory 


for evermore, Amen, 
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SERMON III. 
Romans NIL TH 
Continuing inſtant i in Prayer. 


ITHERTOl have ſhewn you the Neceſſity and 
Ad vantage of Prayer, with the Times and Fre- 
, quency of performing it. I now come to ſpeak 
ſomething of the Qualifications of our Prayers, how they 
ought to be performed which I take to be implyed in the 
word Inſtant, or as it is joined with Continuing in the word 


f 5 FpooxepTepivies, not perſevering only, but with Might and 


Main, as it were Wreſtling to prevail. 


| Now the Qualifications of our Prayers may either reſ pect 
the Matter (i. e) the Subject and Subſtance of the Things 
we pray for, or the manner of Performance (i. e.) with 
ſuitable Zeal and Devotion. The Former of theſe is hinted 
at by St. James. 4. 3. Te ask and receive not, becauſe ye 41. 
 Amiſs, that ye may conſume it upon your Luſts. The Latter is 
deſcribed in. 1 Tim. 2. 8. I will therefore that Men pray 
| 255 where, lifting up Holy Hands, without Wrath and Doubt- 
ing. The firſt of theſe we may perhaps be allowed to call, 
= Quality of the Thing, The Second the Qualification of 


the . the Former of the Frayer! it lelf, the Latter of 
him that offers it. 
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But that I may offer my Thoughts to you with greater 


freedom, and in a way which I think may be more Bene- 
ficial for you, and more Ad vantagious to your Memory, 
and giving you a Thorow Inſight into the whole, I ſhall 
not inſiſt Preciſely on theſe Two by way of Diſtinction, but 
take them as they ſhall fall in Alternately, in a Method 
which I conceive to be more Natural, and I hope more 


Edifying, and that as you or I were juſt now going to 
begin our Prayers. e : 


In the firſt place, Therefore before we begin our Prayers, 


it is highly neceſſary, we ſhould allow our ſelves ſome 
Space of Time for deliberate Thoughts, and ſerious Ap- 
plication of our Minds to what we are about to do, and 
that in this Four Fold reſpeck. bi 


1. In Reference to that Supreme Deity, to whom we are 


Addreſſing. And that is, the great Majeſty of Heaven and 


Earth, that made and upholds all Things, in whoſe Hand 
is the very Breath of our Noſtrils, and our Everlaſting 
Fate of Good or Ill. So glorious and Tremendous a Being, 
that the very Angels are forced to veil their Faces, when 
they come into his more immediate Preſence, or are deliver- 
ing any Meflage to him. So that if Man had continued in 
his State of Innocency, and never Sinned, yet he was by 

0 


Nature and Creation much lower than the Angels, and 


not to approach his Preſence without a more Aſtoniſhing 
Dread. And we may lawfully ſay with Feb, If we were 
Righteous, yet how durſt we anſwer him, or lift up our Heads 
before him. Job 9. 15. — 10. 15. And our Saviour, who was 
l::nocence it ſelf, when he went to Prayer fell on his Face to the 


Ground, Mat. 26, 39. Mark 14. 35. Which was the moſt 
humble 


9 
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Aa Poſture that could be. And therefore we ought not 
to approach his Preſence with Raſhneſs, Unadviſedly, In- 


diſcreetly, but with Sobriety, and in the Fear of God, and 
with the Profoundeſt Reverence imaginable. 


2. In Reference to our ſelves, who are miſerable Sinners, 


Enemies to God, contrary to him, as light and Darkneſs. 


He is Holineſs and we are Pollution; he is Purity and we 


are Uncleaneſs. Our God is a conſuming Fire. Heb. 12. 29. 


And we are dry Stubble. Job 13. 25. And when theſe two 
meet, tis eaſy, but withal Sad to gueſs what the Reſult will 
be, Speedy Deſtruction and Conſumption to Aſhes. So that 
we cannot approach unto God, as we are Sinners, but his 


very Preſence is our Ruin. When we have thus briefly, 


but ſeriouſly conſidered, the Majeſty of God to Create 


our Reverence, and our own Unworthineſs to bring us to 
Humility. Let us then, | | Ee nn CVT 


3. Lift up our Eyes to Heaven, and fix them on our Sa- 


viour, who ſits there Cloathed in our humane Nature, to 


be a Screen between God and us, through whom, the two 
Parties, God and Man, are reconciled, who has united the 


two Natures in one Perſon, The Mediatour between God and 


Man, the Man Chriſt Feſus. 1 Tim. 2. 5. Who as he has 
Aſſumed our Nature, ſo he has eſpouſed our Cauſe, and 


Pleads it with God, and receives our Prayers, and offers 


them to his Father, with his own All- powerful Interceſſion. 
But he is God as well as Man, and ſo can receive nothing 


from us, but what is Pure and Holy; and we, as Men, and 
Sinners, have nothing to give him but what is unclean, 


and as ſuch, unacceptable to him. 
Bo E 2 1 
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And therefore, 


— 


4. We ſhould conſider the Neceſſity of his Holy Spirit's 


hel ping our Addref[:s. Of our {elves we can neither think 


a good Thought, nor ſpeak a Good Word, nor do a good 
Act ; but whatſoever comes from us, is like the Blind and 


the Lame in Sacrifice, maimed, defective, unclean, abomi- 


nable; and ſo our Prayers going towards Heaven, what- 
We ver the Subſtance of them be, would be thrown back 
again into our Faces, and with Vengeance upon our Heads; 


it the Holy Ghoſt did not ſanctifie them in the Conception, 
and wipe off all their Sullies in the Aſcent. Every good and 


c very perfect Gift is from above, and the Spirit puts good 
Thoughts and Motions into our Hearts, and helps our In- 
ſirmities, and Sanctifies our Lips and Hallows our Sacrifice, 
and ſo it comes Pure and Holy to our Saviour's Hand, who 
with his own Interceſſion makes it Acceptable and Prevalent 


with his Father. 


It is neceſſary, or at leaſt would be very Expedient, that 


wo fnould by fome ſuch previous Conſiderations as theſe, 


lift up our Hearts to the cver-Bleſled and Glorious Trinity, 
that it would pleaſe the Father Almighty, for the ſake of 


Chriſt Jeſus, his Son, our Saviour, to aſſiſt us with his Holy 


Spirit, which Chriſt by his Contract with his Father, and 
his Obedience and Sufferings conſequent thereto, has pur- 


chaſed for, and ſent unto us, I fay, by the ſame Holy and 
Bleſſed Spirit, to qualifie us for, to aſſiſt and enable us to 
offer up a Spiritual and acceptable Sacrifice to him, through 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. And we ſhall find this much more 


| beneficial for us, than any the greateſt Length or Noiſe of 


our Prayers. Having thus endeavoured to ſet our Hear:s 
arizhr, and begged a Bleſſing and Succeſs upon our Un- 


dertakings, 
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dertakings, we may with the greater Hopes and Seriouſtets 


go on to the Subltance of our Prayers, Which we may 


thus conitder apart. 


1. Seeing it is Sin that made the firſt Breach between 


God and us, therefore tis neceſſary we thovid begin with 


a begging God's Pardon for it, and being reconciled to him 


that he may hear and Anſwer us. Without this we are 
undone for ever, Doomed to everlaſting Deſtruction of Soul 
and Bod y. And therefore as we would avoid for ever 


Periſhing in Eternal Torments, we ſhould be very Earneſt 
and Prelſing to be delivered from our Sins, which will un- 
avoidably bring it upon us. And to qualifi2 us for a Recep- 


tion of ſuch Pardon, we ſhould endeavour to Poſſeſs our 


Hearts with a Thorow Senſe of our Sins, both as to their 
Number and Greatneſs ; to abominate them, Abhor our 
ſelves for them, and reſolve to forſake them. What an in- 
finite Guilt they have laid upon our Souls and Conſciences, 


and what an Inſupportable Weight of Puniſhment is due 


unto them. That nothing in the whole World of Beings 
can cleanſe us from the one, or free us from the other, bur 
>; ny Precious Blood of the Son of God which was ſhed for 


Io this we ſhould fly as to our only Sanctaary, firmly 


helleving that as he ſhed it for us, ſo he will undoubtedly 
apply it to us, if we beg it of him as we ſhould. For be 
Delights in Mercy, and came to Heal the broken Hearted, 1% 
ee the broken Spirit, to dwell with the Humble and Fong 


trite ones. Micah 7. 18. Luke 4. 18. Iſaiah 57. 15. And 


becauſe our Affections to Sin are naturally ſo ſtrong and 


powerful, and our Endeavours when we ſet againſt it, fo 


dead and weak, that we can do nothing of our ſclves to- 
wards the forſaking of it, and getting a Yicory over it, but 


tbat 
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that every Temptation is able to over-come us, and by 
degrees to bring us into Obedience and N to it. 
Therefore in tho 


2. Place, We ſhould earneſtly petition for God's Grace 
and Spiritual Aſſiſtance to work a thorow Hatred in us a- 


gainſt it; tofurniſh us with good Reſolutions, and ſuffici- | 
ent Abilities, to reſiſt its Motions, to fly from its Allure- 
ments, and withſtand its Temptations, that it may by no 
means get the Dominion over us. That we ſet our ſelves 
with Heartineſs againſt it, taking to our ſelves the Sword 
of the Spirit, the ſhield of Faith, the Helmet of Salvation, 
whereby we may be enabled to withſtand our Spiritual 


Enemies, to repel the firey Darts of the Wicked, which 


are Levelled at us to wound our Souls; that we may put 
them to Shame and Flight and Confuſion. Our ſtrength is 
 TWWeakneſs, but tis Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth ns. Philip. 4. 13. 
Our Fleſhis Tronbleſome, but Chriſt's Grace is ſufficient for us. 
2 Cor. 12. 9. Tis he alone that over-came Sin and Satan 
by his own Strength, that Chained them to his Chariot- 
Wheels, led them Captive before all the World, Spoiled 
Principalities and Powers, made a ſhew of them openly and 
 Trinumphed over them in it. Col. 2. 15. And tis only by a 
Communication of his Graces, and the concurring Power 
of his Spiritual Motions and [rreſiſtable Strength, that 
they at any time yield unto us, and flee before us. Without 
whom we can do nothing. John 15. 5. But with him all 
Things. But becauſe a Negative Piety will not ſerve our 
Turn, or rather there 15 no ſuch thing alone, But thoſe that 


ceaſe to do evil, muſt learn to do well. Iſaiah f. 16, 17. The 


one gains Ground as the cther loſes ; and we cannot for- 
fake our Sins aright Without becoming better, nor become 


better 
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better without forſaking our Sins. And many active Duties 
are required of us; and we mult ſet our ſelves to a poſitive 


Holineſs. Therefore 


3. We ſhould pray for his Spirit to dwell within us, and 
be preſent with us, to inſpire our Hearts, and put good Mo- 
tions into us; to enlighten our Minds, and inform our 
Judgments, and direct our Wills, and Spiritualize our 


Affections, and Sanctifie our Thoughts, and Words, and 


Actions; to guide the whole Man in our whole Lives, to 
work the Works of Righteouſneſs, and do thoſe Things 
that are pleaſing in his ſight. There are many Things to 
be done to qualifie us for Heaven, and thoſe mult be done 


_ conſtantly, that they may become Habitual and Natural to 
us, that is, we muſt become new Creatures, new Men, lead 


new Lives, and from living Principles, and deſpiſe the 


World, and the Things thereof, and have our Converſa— 
tion in Heaven, and live here below, as if we fought a 
Country which is above, an Heavenly City, the new Feru- 


ſalem, where we hope to live and reign for ever, with God 


and Chriſt and Saints to Eternal Ages. And this is a Work (o 
extreamly Difficult, and conſidering the Corruption of our 


Natures, and the Circumſtances we are in, impoſſible for 


us, without a great Meaſure of God's Spirit, and a vaſt Stock 


of Chriſtian Graces, a conſtant Sedulity and Diligence, and 
a never- failing Perſeverance : For only he that endureth unts 


the end, ſhall be ſaved, Mat. 10. 22. And he that overcometh 


ſhall eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the midſt of the 
Paradiſe of God. Rev. 3: Jo in hong, : 
And theſe Two, the Pardon of our Sins and Newnels of 


Life, are Things ſo neceſſary for us, that without them we 
are undone for ever, And therefore for theſe, and whatever 


Tends 


40 The Subſtance, Oe, and 


Tends tow ard them: we may pray without Reſerve, aud 
with the greateit Zeal and Fervency imaginable : For if 
our Prayers be not Anſwered in this, we periſh Eternally, 
auch a final Miſcarriage herein can never be repaired, 


Here we are ſure we are right as to the Subſtance of our 


Prayers; and theſe are Things God is molt of all willin 

to grant us, becauſe they are not only good, but neceſſary 
tor us, even the greateſt Good that can be beſtowed upon 
us. And therefore in theſe Petitions we ſhould double our 


Zral, and enſpirit our Devotious, and never ceaſe till we 
get an Anlwer, For God Loves to lee us Importunate for 


tuch T hings, as being the greateſt Teſtimony what a Value 
we {ur upon chem. And when he hides his Face from us, 
and ſcems to acny us, tis to improve our Longings after 
them, and by the Difficulty of the Acquilition make us prize 
them the more when we have obtained them. And there- 
tore ja theſe Spiritual Concerns we ſhould be extreamly 


carneſt, ſue for our Pardon with ſuch a Concernment of 


Soul and Vchemence of Spirit, as if we were juſt now 


Tumvl ing into Hell without it. And Supplicate with that 


Tenderncts and Paſſion for Spiritual Graces, an Active piety, 


and Holinels of Mind, and Heavenlinels of Frame, and God- 


linels of Spirit, as if we were jult now taking our Flight a- 
bye the Clouds, and ſpringing into Heaven. 


And then, For Tempora! Concerns and the Affairs of our 


Oy Or Eſtate, our Name and Fortunes, our Prayers ſhould 


be as conſtant, becauſe we have received, and expect daily 
blelſings, and have dail y need of them. But then we muſt 

ucither pray for unlawful Things, nor for unlawful Ends. 

Our Deſires muſt be always Modeſt and our Deſigns good. 


Conſidering always, that the body is but a Caſe for the 
FF 
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Soul, and this World in order to a better. And thercfore 
we ought not to pray to be Rich, or Great, or Honourable, 
I mean in what the World Accounts ſo. Covetouſneſs and 

l Ambition are Sins, and not only lead to Hell, but are 
like it, cry more, more, and are never ſatisfied. A little 

8 ſuffices Nature, and that's enough which Nature is Con- 

tent with. He that has enough has as much as he that has 

more, for he that has more than enough has but a Burthen 
and a Charge. No Man was ever Damned for being Poor; 
and you know Lazarus got the Start of Dives; and a Man's 
as ncar Heaven in a Cottage as on a Throne. And if ever 
woe deſire to have our Fortunes Augmented, it ſhould al- 
| ways be with a reſpect to Piety, that we may be better 
qualified to ſerve God or our Neighbours, to his Glory, or 
f our own, or others Comfort. We muſt not deſire to be 
' Great, that we may be Oppreſſive; nor to be Full-handed, 

' That we may conſume it upon our Luſts; we mult not pray 

for Strength of Body, to be Wanton and Amorous ; nor 

for a Good Name and Reputation amongſt the People, to 

give Countenance and Progreſs to Vice and Impiety, &. 
But we muſt look that our Petitions be Grave and Serious 
and Concerning, ſometimes Neceſlary, always Good and 

Lawful, both in the Thing and in the Circumſtance, in 

JJ... ET 
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Fut then in theſe Temporal Things we ſhould never be too 
lmportunate, becauſe we do not know that they are always 
Good for us, or not ſo Good for us, but that it may be more 
Pre judicial to ſome elſe; or God, perhaps has ſome Deſigns 
ofa greater Good upon us; or ſends ſome Sickneſs or Miſ- 
fortune, or keeps us Weak and Poor, to bring us to our 
ſaves and him; or to Exerciſe ſome Gmces we have been 
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42 The Subſtance, Quality, and 


{l»w or defective in. Sith theretore we are liable to miſtake 
either our ſelves, or the Things we pray for, that all Things 
are not always Necellary for us, nor ſome Things Good for 


us at ſometimes, we ſhould Modeſtly Refer them to God's 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that he would do what is Good for 
us, be it whatit will, what he will for us; ; never mattering 


ſo much what befals us here, ſo our everlaſting Fate be ſe- 
cure. And now tor the main Body and Subſtance of all our 


Prayers, they thould have theſe ſeveral Qualifications. 


I. A diligent Attention and Pious Care of what we are 
about. We muſt by no Means come into God's more im- 


mediate Preſence with looſe and Trifling Spirits, with wan- 
dring and ſcattered Thoughts: But we muſt Summon up the 
whole Man toan intent and Spiritual Devotion; the Things 
are Great and Concerning we Petition for, and the Deity we 
approach is Sacred and Aweful, and therefore as the Matter . 


ought to be Serious and Grave, ſo our Words ſhould be 


few and pithy, our Demeanour humble and De vout. 


7 


2. With Zeal and Fervency of Spirit. We muſt not only 
have no wandring and By-thoughts, and mind what we 
fay, but we muſt raiſe our Affections to the higheſt Pitch, 
and pour out our Souls befcre God. It is not an heedle(s 


running over a few Words, and ſaying our Prayers out of 
8 (tom, that will ſerve the Turn, but if we be rightly ſen- 


ble of our Wants and Dangers, of having the one ſup- 


plyed, a and the other prevented, we mult do it with an 
Ea neſtns ls and Warmth ſuitable to the Occaſion and the 
_ Eutnets, For this is it which is meant by praying by the 
Ip it, That! iS, not a lay ing what comes next to Hand With- 


at Pr: meditation and bon, but Diligence, Attention 
and 


. 
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and Zeal in what we offer up to ſo Sacred a Ma jelty, 441 in 
ſuch concerning Matters. 


We muſt doit with a profound Humility, always con- 
ſidering our own Unworthineſs to receive any Thing that is 


Cood at God's Hand; how Heinouſly we have provoked 


him, and what is our due for ſo doing (viz.) Hell and 


Damnation: And therefore whatſoever Good Things he 


beſtows upon us is meer Mercy and Pity, Grace and Favour, 
abundant Charity and Largeſſe, that he ſhould take ſo 
much Notice of us vile Wretches, as to give us wy Thing 
but Ruine. 


. We muſt pray in n Faith, nothing doubting of his Good ” 
wil towards us. Our Miſery and Wretchedneſs ſhould 


drive us to God, not away from him: For he has ſent his 


Son, and given us his Spirit, on purpoſe to qualifie us for 

his Mercy, to make us capable and willing of receiving, and 

5 promiſed to hear and Anſwer us, and wil certainly do 
, It we truſt unto him. 


3. we muſt do it with Purity and gabe e we muſt 


not retain any Affections for our Sins, or Coldneſs towards 


Piety; we muſt not diſſemble and Collogue with God, but 


Purge our Hearts and Minds from all Senſualneſs and Carna- 
5 lity, and Breath aſter Holineſs and Godlineſs of Converſation. 


6. We muſt always uſe our own Endeavours in labouring 


after the Things we pray for. When we pray againſt Tempta- 


tions, we muſt Study to avoid them; when we pray againſt 


any particular Sin, we ſhould watch all Opportunities of 
taking Advantage againſt it, and ſhunning all Occaſions that 
might lead us to it; when we pray for any particular Grace, 


1 We 
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we ould Labour to Poſleſs our Souls of it, and Encourage 
every little Beginning and Step toward it. So he that Prays 
tor Chaſtity, muſt not come at the Stews ; he that Prays 
againſt Drunkenneſs muſt not lit long at the Wine; but 
Allociate himſelf to Modeſt and Sober and Innocent Con- 
verſation; he that Prays for a moderate Augmentation of 
his Fortunes, muſt be diligent in his Calling; he that Prays 
for a Conſtant Sufficiency, and a laſting Supply of Worldly 
Neceſlaries, mult not be laviſh of what God has given him, 
Sc. A ſmall Eſtate honeſtly got, and well Husbanded, may 
be as ſerviceable as larger Revenucs without them. is 
God's Bleſſing that maketh Rich, and he will not ordinarily 
proſper Deceitand Fraud. Wrong and Injuſtice, but a Pious 
Endeavour, and juſt Dealing, may like the Widow's Cruiſe 
of Oyl, fill many Barrels, and make a ſew Penny's do the 
Office of a Talent. God gives us many Things without 
Asking, but yet he would have us pray for them; they 
are his Clouds that drop Fatneſs, but yet he would nor 
have us be Idle Sluggards, but to put to our helping wan 
and Co- operate with his Providence. | 


Thus have given you a brief Deſcription of the Nature, 
Neccſfity, and Advantages of Prayer, the Times and Fre- 
quency of performing it, the manner and Method it js to be 
done in, with the ſeveral Qualifications requiſite thereto, 

in which you may be ſenſible 1 might have much enlarged f 
my ſelf. But as all the Diſcourſes in the World are little to 

us, unleſs we give diligent heed to, and reſolve to follow 

them. So to thoſe that have done ſo, I hope what has 
been faid may be ſufficient. Only I (hall Crave leave for 
our farther Encouragement and Direction, to inſiſt a-while 
pan the Influence our Prayers have upon us, Which per- 


haps 
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haps is a thing not ſo ordinarily taken Notice of. How 
Inſtrumental they are in the Efficacy they have upon us, to- 
wards the procuring and helping us to the Things we pray 
for ; that our Prayers and their Anſwers are ſo cloſely 


Link'd, that they go hand in hand, and we are receiving. 


what we pray for, even whilſt we do ſo. 


For thus, when we are praying againſt our Sins, and for: 


a Pardon of them, and do it as we ought. Lord what an 
Hatred and Deteſtation does it Create in us toward them ! 


how does it ſet our Hearts againſt. them, whereby we de- 


ſeend into our ſelves, and find what a loathſome Change 


it has made in us, what dreadful Conſequences follow its 


Heels; that it makes him our Enemy, who only can be our 
Friend, but will never be ſo whilſt we continue in our 
Sins. This makes us run from it as from the Face of a Ser- 


pent, and look upon every Temptation as an Impe of the 


Devil, a Fiend ſent from Hell to draw us thither. And 
__ whilit we go out into the World, with theſe Thoughts and 
Reſolutions about us, we are {till upon our Guard, and 
Satan and wicked Men can never harm us, I mean in our 
Spiritual Concerns, unleſs we Cowardly Tay down our 
Arms, and fondly ſuffer our ſelves to be Juggled out of our 
Reaſon and Experience. Though we walk in the Fleſh ( faith. 
the Apoſtle) Ve do not war after the Fleſh, for the Weapons of 
our Warfare are not Carnal, 2 Cor. 10. 3, 4. Our Weapons 
_ againſt Sin, are by Faith to fortitie our Souls and Minds and 
Conſciences, with a Senfe and Spiritual feeling, and a Belict 


of God's Wrath, and. his everlaſting. Vengeance againſt. 

Sinners, to curb and reſtrain us from the Commiſſion of 
it; nay to make us fly from every Inſtance of it as from eter- 
nal Ruine. And to him that firmly belie ves this, and has 

e „ 
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1 always ready in his Mind, tis like a Guard of Angels 
about him, an invincible Hoſt to put to Flight and Con- 
quour all manner of Oppoſition. For 'tis next to impoſlible 


tor a. Man to commit Sin, and conſent willingly unto it, 


whilſt he beholds Hell's Mouth open before him, Belching 
out Sulphureous Flames, and God Almighty ſitting upon the 


Circle of a Cloud, with a fiery Thunderbolt in his hand, 


ready to Strike him headlong into it if he do ſo. And he 
that Confefleth his Sins aright, and is rightly ſenſible of 
them, ſces this and more, even more than can be Uttered. 


And we know the firſt Step towards a Pardon, is a Sorrow 
tor our Sins, and a Forſaking of them. God has promiſed to 

Heal the broken Hearted, and 'tis a certain Sign he will 
Heal us that he has thus broken us. And we have no 


ſooner Confeſſed our Sins with an hearty Sorrow, but we 
begin to feel God Almighty's forgiving Nature; and as if 


our Conſciences being loaden with Sins, were ſomething 
more than a Metaphor, we no ſooner take down the Bur- 
then, and lay them open before God, but we preſently find 
Eaſe and Quiet; our Spirits begin to Revive and Chear up, 
and we may almoſt read God Almighty's Acquittance writ- 


ten upon our Hearts. 


When we pray for any Spiritual Graces, what an In- 


fluence do we find in our Prayers, and an Efficacy in con- 
terring them upon us? God meets us more than half way, 
and our Prayers ſcarce get to Heaven before they come back 
ina Bleited Return and a Gracious Anſwer. When we pray 
for a lively Faith, how is God Almighty in a manner difſ- 
play d before us, in all his terrible and Glorious Attributes, 


. 
| 
. 
7 


as a judge and Revenger of Evil, as a Creator and Redeemer | 


of his Beloved Ones; and our Sacrifice is no ſooner laid 
_ El upon 
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upon the Altar, but we feel the Flames of an heavenly Fire 
conſuming the Groſs, and Raritying the Spirtual Subſtance 


into a Vivid and Active SanCtity ; taking us off from the 
World, and inſpiring us with an heavenly Mindedneſs. 


When we pray for Devotion in Prayer, tor Sincerity of 
Heart, for the Love of God, the Hope of his Mercy, Fear of 


his Wrath, and the Awefulneſs of his Sacred Preſence; for 
"Zeal and Purity in his Service, for Humility of Mind and 
Contentedneſs in all States, for Chaſtity, Temperance, Pati- 
ence, Fortitude and ſuch like, what a Change and Alter- 


ation of Mind do we find at preſent > The Holy Ghoſt 


working with us, and breathing thoſe Graces into our 
Hearts, even whilſt we are putting up our Petitions, 


When we pray to be delivered from any Temporal Dan- 
gers, how do we at preſent find them either Removed, or 


Alleviated, by conſidering God's Mercy and Good-will to- 


wards us, our own Worthineſs in deferving thoſe and 
greater; or by comparing them with thoſe of another 
World, which are much more Intolerable; or by con- 
ſidering that God can bring Good out of Ill, and make all. 
Things, how unlikely ſoever, work together for our Ad- 
vantage; and the Spiritual uſe we may make of them. This 
either Clips their Wings that they cannot haſten upon us, 
or pulls out their Stings that they cannot hurt us. 


When we pray for any Temporal Bleſiings, and as we 


_ ought, with a full and entire Reſignation to the Will ot 
God, and a Filial Truft in his Paternal Goodneſs, we arc 
forthwith aſſured, that God will give us;what we pray for, 
if he ſee it fir for us, or make us content without it, which 

is the ſame thing becauſe it is all Things. | 


And 
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And now, Who that conſiders theſe Things, can look 
upon Prayer as a Task, or an uneaſy Duty, and not rather 
as a valt Benefit and Honour, indulged to, conferred upon, 


and Vouchſated unto us, by the King of Heaven? For 


| cen Man were a very miſerable Creature, were he 
only left to his own Wiſdom and Providence, to his own 
Guidance and Conduct, to his own Strength and Abilities, 


amidſt ſuch a World of Enemies and Dangers. But ſince - 
he has ſuch a good God to ſly to, in all his Needs and 
Diſtreſſes, he may well be reputed but a little lower than 


the Angels, and only comes ſhort of Heaven in the Henne 
and Meaſure of his Beatitude. 


When we meet together in the Houſe of God, to put 
up our Publick Prayers to the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in Behalf of the Church in general; how do we per- 


ceive our ſelves to be united into one Myſtical Body, the 

Holy Spouſe of Chriſt, having the ſame common Ends, and 
Aims, and Intereſts; that as we have one Lord, one Faith, 

one Baptiſm, ſo alſo one Mouth, one Heart, one Voice. 
How ſhould this oblige us to a general Love and Sympathy, 


to embrace each 1 with an univerſal and endearing 
Charity? Who that conſiders this aright would ever cauſe- 


lelly abſent himſelf; But repair thither, not only conſtant- 


ly but with the foremoſt, leſt he could miſs his Share in 
the Publick Bleſſings that are Prayed for. The Church is 
but a ruder Draught and Map of Heaven, and thoſe that 


have the Love they ought for the one, will Reverence and 55 
Reſpect the other, and let their Demeanour be in ſome Mea- 
ſure ſuitable to the Place and Preſence they are in, and 
learn before hand how to carry themſelves when they {hall 


be removed from an earthly Canaan tothe new Feruſalem. 


When 


> 
5 
1 
955 
A 
bY 
£ 
* 
# 
* 
fl 
2 
2 


n ot ay 8 1 e 5 Ser 1 8 


The CONCLUSTON 49 


When we join with thoſe other in the Family (that 


leſſer Church) belides thoſe Co- incident and Common to 
it with the Former, it is farther Influential in more ſingular 


and Appropriate lnſtances. There can hardly be any Diſ- 


content and Diſagreements in the Conjugal Society; no 
Churliſhneſs and Tyranny on the one hand, no evil Sur- 


miſings and Eye- ſervice on the other, between thoſe of 


higher and inferiour Ranks; but all Things go fairly on, 
with a mutual Love and Harmony, in Sincerity and Single- 
neſs of Heart, where this Duty is duly performed; and 
every one does the Duty of the Day, and his Duty to the 
Lord. Tis he that makes Men to be of one Mind in an 


Houle, that bleſſeth our Endeavours and proſpers Our 
Handy-work, of what Nature or Quality ſo ere it be. And 


ſure he is much his own Enemy, that knows and believes 

this, and yet Neglects it. Iis a known Saying, that the 

| Maſter's Eye is half the Work: But would be much more 

ſo, if he kept them under the Stricter Eye of Heaven. And 

this upon a Temporal Account, but is yet more conſider- 
able upon a Spiritual: That the Maſter is to Anſwer for 


all the Sins and Miſdemeanours that have happened in the 


Family through his own Neglect, and Want of Godly Di- 


ſcipline ; nay for thoſe greater Improvements they might 


have made in Knowledge and Piety, if he had not been 
* to himſelf, and them. 


And then for Private Prayer, tis no leſs Iafluential i in 

our own Particulars. When we have confeſt our Sins to 
God, and begged his Mercy and his Grace to Pardon and 
to guide us; when we have lifted up our Hands aright 

_ unto the Lord, His Royal Preſence will have Stamp'd fo 

fair an Idea and Character on our Minds, as cannot ealily 
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be Blotted out, but we carry his very Image along with us 
Engraven on our Souls, which neither World nor Devil 
can deface. When we have ſearch'd our Hearts and Con- 
ſciences, not only {wep'd them Clean, of all their ſinful. 
Filth and Pollutions ; but invited Chriſt, his Spirit and 
Graces, to dwell within and go along with us, no Temp- 


tations, if we heed, can chaſe them thence. And the Union 


with, and Affection for our fellow Chriſtians we have been 
profetling and praying for, will leave ſuch a Warmth of 
Charity in our Souls, that we ſhall be fo far from Envying 
or Wronging any, that every one we meet with, is almoſt - 
a ſecond ſelt: So that hereby we are abundantly ſecured 


of our Duty to God, our Neighbours, and our Selves. 


Courage we lay, is half the Victory, and a good Begin- 
ning is the ready Way to an happy End. And when we 
have thus Confecrated the Day by our Morning -Service, 
and begged the Guidance of God's good Spirit for the re- 


maining Part, we go out into the World under a Guard of 
Angels; and Maugre all the Devils in Hell, the Spirits of 


the Air can never hurt us. And that Day is moſt likely 


to be ſpent in the Works of a Chriſtian and Natural Reli- 
gion, in which we ſet out with ſuch a Reſolution, Tis not 


to be told, what abundance of Comfort and Satisfaction, 
one Day ſo ſpent would bring us, and happy they that 


lead ſuch Lives, and indeed 'tis only ſuch Days as theſe, 
we can properly. be ſaid to Live, © © 


And when at Night we beg God's Pardon for the Day's 


Miſcarriage, his Protection and Bleſſing of us, Lord with 


what Eale and Qaict, with what: Comfort and Joy, do 
we lay us down as in ourSaviour's Arms, with Bleſſed Spirits 
round about our Beds, and the Eye of Heaven, that never 


TH Ds dlumbers, 


The CONCLUSION, 1 


Slumbers, watching over us! Can there be any greater 


Satisfaction in the World? By this Means Death it ſelf, 
which to others is a Terrour, to us is welcome. I have but 


another word to ſay, and that's a Proof of all I've ſaid : 


Pray do but make the Experiment, try, whether what Ive 


faid be true, and I dare be farther bold to ſay, You will 
Continue Inſtant in Prayer. 


God grant we may all of us be 6 Conſtant and Tealous 

in the Performance of this Duty, that we may lead hap- 
py and comfortable Lives here, and bear a principal Re- 
gard and Reſpect to that Life of Happineſs which we hope 


to lead hereafter, that we may ſo pray with, and for one 


another whilſt we are upon Earth, that finally we may be 
Tranſlated from Praying unto God here, to the Praiſing 


of him for ever in Heaven, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. To whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
all Honour, and Glory, all 3 and man g for 


ever more, Amen. 
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